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Here is symbolism in quantity! And here indeed the Fellowcraft gets a glimpse of all that 
Freemasonry may mean to a man, for just as the Freemasons of old were the builders of the 
cathedrals and the temples for the worship of the Most High, so is the Speculative Freemason 
pledged to the building of his spiritual temple 

- Carl H. Claudy, Introduction to Freemasonry 1931, p.95. 


Introduction 


The history of Masonic fraternities in Newfoundland and Labrador is a long and rich one, 
with numerous lodges spread across the province’. Beyond the Heritage Foundation of 
Newfoundland and Labrador’s study of all fraternal lodges in the province (Squires) little has been 
written on the lodge buildings of Newfoundland from an academic perspective. The structure is 
the finest Masonic building in the province, and was designated a Registered Heritage Structure 
by the Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador on April 29th, 1995 (Heritage 
n.pag.). 

The first Lodge in Newfoundland was established in St. John's with a warrant issued 
December 24, 1746 (Thoms 2). It was established under the Provincial Grand Lodge of Boston, 
and the Boston records state "At the Petition of Sundry Brethren Residing ... in Newfoundland, 
Our Rt. Worshipful Grand Master Granted a Constitution for a Lodge to be held there" (Thoms 
2). This lodge was constituted in 1750, and was still in existence in 1766, when an additional St. 
John's lodge was formed (Notre 15). In 1774, Newfoundland Lodge #186 was established, but 


fire destroyed the hall in 1832, and the lodge was erased in 1859 (Notre 15). 


'The first Lodge in Harbour Grace was set up in 1785, and the first Lodge in Trinity was 
set up in 1817 (Notre 15). The Masonic Lodge in Burin was set up in 1869, and Victoria Lodge 
#1378 was established in Fortune in 1871 (Thoms 22). Fidelity #1659 was officially established in 
Grand Bank in 1876 (Fidelity). Notre Dame Lodge #1907 was established in Little Bay in 1879, 
though the location was later moved (Notre 17). Twillingate Lodge #2364 was granted their 
charter in 1890 (Thoms 34). 


Lodges Benevolent St. John's #247 and Town (or Garrison) St. John's #249 were 
established in 1788; Town being erased in 1804, Benevolent in 1853 (Notre 15). St. John's Lodge 
#579 began working under dispensation on November 29, 1848, with their warrant dated June 5, 
1840 (Notre 15). Lodge #579 had no meeting place of their own, and met variously at Mrs. 
Scalpen's boarding house, Avalon Terrace, the Golden Lion Inn, and the Albert Terrace (Thoms 
8). Unfortunately, the exact location of these buildings in St. John's is not known. 

Prior to 1885, the St. John's Lodge was forced to meet wherever they could find space. 
One of the most common places they met was J.C. Touissant's Hotel, where they met for seven or 
eight years (Thoms 39). In 1856, they made arrangements with the Newfoundland British Society 
to meet in the British Hall (Thoms 39). In 1870, work towards their own hall began in earnest. 
Money was raised, and a site was purchased on Long's Hill (Thoms 41). 

The cornerstone of the new Masonic Temple on Long's Hill was laid at "high noon" on 
Thursday, June HI, 1885, with due ceremony (Laying 4). The ceremony featured a "splendid 
band" from the H.M.S. Tenedos which lay in the port; the captain of which, Captain Drummond, 
happened to be a Mason. 

After the laying of the stone, the pouring on of oil, wine, &c., and a 
great many other important gyrations and genuflections, only 
understood and appreciated by the "favoured and enlightened few" 
had been gone through, the brethren returned to their hall and 
dispersed (Laying 4). 

The new Temple was dedicated on Tuesday, December 29, 1885. The local paper 
reported: 

The dedication of the new Masonic Temple to-day was the 


occasion of a most imposing demonstration on the part of our 
"brethren of the mystic tie."? The procession was the largest of the 


The quote “brethren of the mystic tie" is most likely a reference to a poem by Robert 
Burns entitled "Farewell to the Brethren of Tarbolton Lodge" which includes the lines "Adieu! a 
heart-warm fond adieu; / Dear brothers of the mystic tie" (Greig cxlviii). Burns was Poet 
Laureate of the Lodge Canongate Kilwinning, Edinburgh, and his inauguration as such was 
recreated by painter Stewart Watson (Curl 138, Plate V). 


kind we have ever witnessed here (Notes 4). 

Unfortunately, the Long's Hill Temple was destroyed by fire in 1892 (Notre 15). "It was a 
wooden building, insured against fire, and it was a fire that took it, along with irreplaceable 
records and documents" (Thoms 43). However, the destruction of the Long's Hill Temple paved 
the way for the construction of the present Temple. The previous building had been _— for 
$28,000, and the Brothers decided that it should be replaced with "a larger and more beautiful 
building" (Thoms 43). Construction of the Temple began in 1894, and the cornerstone was laid 
by Sir William Whiteway on August 23 of that year (Thoms 43). The Evening Telegram carried a 
lengthy article on the ceremonies, and included an excellent drawing of the proposed structure. 


Situated on a commanding site the new Masonic Temple will form 
an imposing structure to ornament our city. It is to be substantially 
built of brick, trimmed with stone... The style is adapted from the 
classical style, as will be seen by reference to The Fine Cut 
Presented, &c. A broad terrace forms the approach to the main 
entrance on the west, which is flanked by two handsome stone 
columns, surmounted with globes. Facing the main approach a 
tablet is let into the wall giving the names of the Lodges and time of 
meeting, for the Convenience of Strangers. The angles of the 
building are finished with pilastered towers, finished with 
pediments. The main feature of the front facade is the central 
tower, in which a pair of fine columns carry a handsome arch, the 
triple windows enclosed by these being also of stone and having the 
inscription "Masonic Temple" in large gilt letters, on the small arch. 
The spangril over arch is ormamented with Masonic emblems, the 
whole being between handsome pilasters and surmounted by a 
magnificent pediment, in the centre of which The All-Seeing Eye, in 
gilded copper, overlooks the city. (Plumb n.pag.) 


The first meeting in the new hall was held November 1, 1896 (Thoms 44). The Temple 
ee 


was dedicated on April 23, 1897, with "Impressive Ceremonies" and "In Accordance with the 
pee 

Ancient Forms" (Masonic 3). A procession of Brothers "marched three times around the Lodge 

to the sound of solemn music, after which came the sprinkling of salt, corn, wine and oil. The hall 


was consecrated to virtue and benevolence" (Masonic 3). Inside the Lodge room was an ornate 


pipe organ, which was paid for by subscription and a large cash donation by Sir John C. Crosbie 
5 


(Thoms 44).* The building is constructed of Acrington face brick with structural backup brick, 
with a stone foundation, wood roof and floor framing. Stylistically, the building includes many 


classical revival motifs, including the use of pilasters, free standing columns, and multiple 


pediments. It is the most architecturally impressive fraternal lodge in Newfoundland, and the 
largest brick fraternal meeting hall in the province._As such, it holds a unique place in the 
architectural history of the province, and stands as an important example of Victorian lodge 


construction even when viewed in a much wider Canadian context. 


3 The use of organs in Masonic ritual was apparently quite common. "From the mid- 
eighteenth century lodge minutes begin to record the purchasing or hiring of organs to assist in 
the music making" (Hamill 81). The St. John’s Temple organ was dedicated in a special 
ceremony on April 28, 1916 (Thoms 44). 
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